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Association to Protect Amherst Island (APAI) 
P. O. Box 6, Stella ON K0H 2S0 
protectai@kos.net 
 
September 1, 2016 
 
Honourable Glen R. Murray 
Minister of the Environment and Climate Change 
Ferguson Block 11th Flr 
77 Wellesley St W 
Toronto, ON 
M7A 2T5  
 
Dear Minister, 
 
PART ONE - APPEAL TO THE MINISTER MOECC UNDER SECTION 20 OF THE 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT - MATTERS OTHER THAN LAW 
 

Political Risk and Your Legacy 
Here for you to ponder are four scenarios, each a catastrophe for those affected: 
 

7 Year Old Girl Killed in Tragic Accident 
“We told them over and over that siting a cement plant beside the primary school was asking 
for trouble, but they assured us our children were safe.” 
 
Emily kneed open the school’s grey double doors, her pet rabbit Mopsy’s wood and wire cage 
held awkwardly between her small hands. Her mom, Jennifer, anxious to catch the ferry to the 
mainland, was waiting for her on the grass just beyond the parking lot, holding a pint-sized 
violin case and a bag of music.  Emily’s violin teacher was strict about punctuality.  As they set 
off down the road’s gravel edge, Jennifer looked down and smiled at her little pony-tailed 
daughter trotting along beside her, clasping her bunny cage protectively.  They had just 
crossed over the school driveway when suddenly and inexplicably Mopsy’s cage flew open. 
The rabbit tumbled out and scuttled away with Emily in hot – and blind -- pursuit. No one saw 
the cement truck swerve. Jennifer’s scream and the unendurable result was all that remained 
that day in the hearts of islanders.   
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Speaking to the press, a visibly shaken Ontario Premier Kathleen Wynne said, “Our prayers go 
out to Emily’s parents, Jennifer and Tom, and to the grieving community of Amherst Island. 
There will, of course, be an inquiry.” 
 

Deadly Inferno 
“We spent 10 years battling with the Ontario government to keep turbines off this unique 
island, but they just wouldn’t listen.” 
 
No one knows where the first sparks landed.  But by nightfall, the devastating tally was written 
in agony on the faces of the island’s valiant but small band of volunteer firefighters:  two 
century farms gone, their fields and barns reduced to a landscape of cinders; seven homes 
filled with the treasures of generations, now a heap of ashes; and – unbearably – an elderly 
disabled widow, powerless to outpace the flames that licked through the drought-withered 
grass, dead by her daughter’s front door. Traumatized island parents – aware that the only 
water available to fight the inferno had to be pumped from the lake, and transported – had 
immediately swept their children and their absent neighbours’ children from the two-room 
schoolhouse and made for the ferry, their only exit. They could see the boat moving swiftly but 
still in mid-channel, three desperately needed mainland fire trucks and their crews, visible on 
the deck. The instant they were off-loaded, the crowd raced on board and huddled fearfully. 
Then, as one, they turned and watched silently as the demon blaze leapt on, consuming the 
framework of what had been their lives. 
 
Speaking that evening to the media, a grim-faced Premier Kathleen Wynne, said, “This is a 
tragic day for the people of Amherst Island.  There will of course be an inquiry.”   
 
Asked why turbines were erected on a small vulnerable island where over 80% of the 
population was opposed to them, she added, “My government is firmly committed to green 
energy.” 
 

Birds Hacked to Death 
“They’re dead. Chopped up. We warned them of the consequences to wildlife, but the sound 
of money beats the sound of birds every time.” 
 
Bob is a crusty farmer, a third generation islander.  He is opposed to turbines.  He feels 
strongly uncomfortable about government getting in bed with big developers, and then 
charging taxpayers to keep the relationship going.  Recently his skepticism has been 
confirmed.  “I’ve been finding parts of birds in my fields.  Mangled like.  The turbine folks told 
us they had studies that said there was no danger, but maybe they only looked under the 
turbines and not fifty metres away.” 
 
Contacted for comment, Glen Murray, Minister of the Environment and Climate Change, said, 
“Birds, especially owls, fly at heights considerably beneath the turbine propellers.  We will 
need to study these astonishing new developments.  There will, of course, be an inquiry.” 
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Turbine CEO:  Shocked and Disappointed 
“I just don’t get it.  We complied with all the regulations, and now they’ve gone and cancelled 
our contract.  I mean, what the…..!” 
 
The CEO is fuming.  And he’s got good reason.  His company invested some 7 years and many 
millions of dollars in the installation of industrial wind turbines on Amherst Island, and Glen 
Murray, Minister of the Environment, has just revoked the contract. 
 
”I don’t get it. We respected all the regulations:  we got our Permit to Kill, Harm, and Harass 
members of a protected species; we went to the Ministry of Culture, Tourism, and Sport and 
promised not to wreck the island’s heritage dry stone walls.  I mean, we practically promised 
them the Queen’s golden coach to take their kids to school every day.  Now we’ve lost not 
only our investment, but the prospect of big feed-in tariffs.  Our shareholders are breathing fire 
down my neck!” 
 
When asked to comment on this latest development, Glen Murray, Minister of the Environment 
and Climate Change, said, “Our government is wholly committed to green energy. But a small 
island with a wildlife population under threat, imperilled heritage structures, and a community 
whose safety and well-being are endangered, is simply not the place for an industrial turbine 
site.  We looked hard at the whole picture and I’m convinced we’ve saved Ontario taxpayers 
some $500 million dollars. I think the people of Ontario will support our decision 
wholeheartedly.” 
 
Minister, we would like nothing more than to rest our case.  But we are locked in a David and 
Goliath struggle as we appeal a recent ERT decision. 
 
Islanders are fundraising with all their might.  But all the pie sales in the world are no match for 
rich investors, expensive law firms, and the prospect of substantial government tariffs. 
 
We hope you will recognize the uniqueness of Amherst Island, its geography, its community, its 
wildlife, and the risks that industrial wind turbines will carry to all we hold dear on this 
vulnerable small patch of Ontario’s natural heritage. 
 
In the words of astronaut and neurologist, Dr. Roberta Bondar referring to Amherst Island “The 
danger in changing what naturally exists to a technology-driven use of land, air and water, is 
that it will be impossible to recreate that which has been altered". 
 
Please act in the public interest and exercise your power and authority under section 20 of the 
Environmental Protection Act to revoke the Renewable Energy Approval for the Amherst Island 
Wind Project.  Thank you. 
 
Sincerely 
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Michèle Le Lay 
President 
 


