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PO Box 6, 5695 Front Road  
Stella, ON K0H2S0  
protectai@kos.net  
 
 
August 10, 2016 
 
The Honourable Catherine McKenna 
Minister of the Environment	and Climate Change 
Environment and Climate Change Canada 
200 Sacré-Coeur Boulevard 
Gatineau QC K1A 0H3 
 
Dear Minister McKenna 
 
RE:  Request for Federal Environmental Assessment 
  Lake Ontario – Cumulative Impact of Wind Turbine Projects 
 
You are requested to exercise your ministerial authority under section 14 of the 
Canadian Environmental Assessment Act, 2012 to require an environmental assessment 
of the cumulative impact of wind turbine projects including Amherst Island on the 
northeast part of Lake Ontario on the Atlantic migratory flyway and to ensure 
compliance with the Migratory Bird Treaty Act. 
 
On August 5, 2016 Dr. Michael Hutchins of the American Bird Conservancy explained 
that “a radar study released last month by the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service provides stark 
evidence that wind turbines on the Great Lakes pose an unacceptably high risk to 
migratory birds and other wildlife.  . . .The study provides fresh and compelling 
evidence that wind-energy development does not belong on the shores of the Great 
Lakes, as ABC, Black Swamp Bird Observatory (http://www.bsbo.org/), and other 
conservation groups have argued,” said Hutchins. “It confirms what we have long 
known: In the absence of proven methods to reduce bird collisions with turbines, wind-
energy development must be sited in areas where there are fewer birds and bats to 
minimize harm to these ecologically important animals.”  
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The US Fish and Wildlife Service currently recommends that no wind turbines be built 
within three miles of the Great Lakes' shorelines, while The Nature Conservancy 
recommends five miles. However, this new radar study suggests that the minimum 
should be extended even farther, perhaps as far as 10 miles.  
 
In addition to migratory waterfowl and shore birds, many species at risk including 
nesting ground birds (Bobolink, Eastern Meadowlark, Whip-poor-will and Short-eared 
Owls) as well as raptors such as the Bald Eagle and Golden Eagle are endangered by 
these projects.  Existing turbines on Wolfe Island have the second highest bird mortality 
rate in North America1.   It is expected that other turbine facilities planned for this area 
would have a cumulative effect that could be much more significant and indeed create 
an impenetrable wall across the shore for migratory birds.  
 
The map below shows the existing and planned industrial wind turbine developments. 
 

 
 
 
In particular, two Important Bird Areas including the whole of Amherst Island and much 
of Prince Edward County are currently targeted for industrial wind development.  The 
Senate of Canada unanimously condemned the placement of wind projects in 
Important Bird Areas.  Notwithstanding the opposition of the Senate of Canada, the 
Environmental Commissioner of Ontario, Nature Canada, Ontario Nature, the Ontario 
Field Ornithologists, the Hawk Migration Association of North America, the Maryland 
Ornithological Society, and the American Bird Conservancy, the Government of Ontario 

																																																								
1	http://naturecanadablog.blogspot.ca/2011/07/wolfe-island-wind-farm-still-one-of.html  
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continues to facilitate wind turbines in Important Bird Areas.   In an unprecedented 
partnership, Nature Canada, Ontario Nature, the Kingston Field Naturalists and the 
American Bird Conservancy requested the Ontario Government to stop turbines on 
Amherst Island in the attached press release. 
 
The Ministry of Natural Resources of the Government of Ontario narrowed its 
consideration of overall benefit permits during construction of turbines under The 
Endangered Species Act to preclude consideration of the impact on migratory birds 
notwithstanding that the definition of “habitat” in the Act includes habitat of migratory 
birds. 
 
This is not an issue of being for or against renewable energy.  It is to do with the 
placement of wind turbine facilities and how they impact migratory birds and other 
species at risk as international resources.  
  
The Government of Ontario has approved turbine projects which would blanket the 
entire northeast corner of the lake.  We understand projects are also proposed on land 
in New York State along the shore in this area.  It seems clear that the cumulative effect 
of all these proposed installations has not been fully considered in the context on 
international agreements concerning migratory birds.  Numerous declining populations 
of migratory birds would be significantly affected.  
 
The proposed Amherst Island wind project was approved by the Ontario Government in 
August 2015 and an appeal to the Environmental Review Tribunal concerning the 
impact on the health and the natural environment was recently dismissed.   
  
The Association to Protect Amherst Island represents the majority of residents on 
Amherst Island and is dedicated to preserving the natural and cultural heritage of the 
Island. 
 
You have the opportunity to require a full environmental assessment of the cumulative 
impact of wind projects adjacent to Lake Ontario and to work with your international 
counterparts to carefully examine the long term implications.   
 
Your timely action concerning this important matter would be appreciated.  
 
 
Sincerely 
 
 
Michèle Le Lay 
President 
Association to Protect Amherst Island 
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c.c.  Honourable Kathryn McGarry, Ontario Minister of Natural Resources and Forestry 
 Honourable Glen Murray, Ontario Minister of the Environment and Climate Change 
 Mr. Mike Bossio, MP, Hastings – Lennox and Addington 
 Ms. Eleanor Fast, Executive Director, Nature Canada 
 Ms. Caroline Schultz, Executive Director, Ontario Nature 
 Dr. Michael Hutchins, American Bird Conservancy 
 Mr. Kurt Hennige, President, Kingston Field Naturalists 
 
 
  
 


